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their working staff eleven-fold, in the last four
decades. In their contributions the Churches
have increased thirty - seven - fold in the same
period. At the present time an average of
one new member is received every hour of the
day and night, a fresh congregation of over 200
new members is born every week of the year,
and the ratio is constantly increasing.1

The Roman Catholics report 1,421,258 Chris-
tians, with 448,220 catechumens and 2224 priests.

In order to realize the present opportunity
for Christian effort and especially for direct
evangelistic work among the student and official
classes in China, let us take a city which we
visited during our last tour in 1914. This was
the city of Hangchow, the former capital of
China, the southern centre of classic culture
and conservatism, which so long excluded the
missionary and scorned the Gospel. Upon our
arrival in the city we hastened to the modern
theatre where the meetings were to be held.
The Confucian owners had granted the theatre
for three afternoons, cancelling an important
theatrical engagement and refusing to take
several hundred dollars a day, which was the
usual rental. Inside the theatre we found
over two thousand five hundred students, while

1 Sec Students and the World-Wide Expansion of Christianity,
pp. 521-528.